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1 I. General Provisions

1.1 § 1 Purpose of the Bachelor’s Examination

The bachelor’s examination serves to obtain a university degree qualifying for a profes-
sion in the International Physics Studies Program (Honours). It determines whether the
student:

• Has mastered fundamental physical concepts and methods,

• Understands interconnections and scientific principles,

• Can apply scientific knowledge and techniques,

• Is capable of independent academic work on a focused topic.

1.2 § 2 Standard Period of Study

The standard period of study is eight semesters. It includes all module examinations and
the Bachelor’s thesis.

1.3 § 3 Structure of the Examination

1. The Bachelor’s examination comprises all module examinations and the Bachelor’s
thesis.

2. A module examination generally comprises one examination. These are conducted
during the course of studies. The appendix (examination table) specifies:

• The allocation of examinations to modules,

• The weighting of examination components within a module,

• The required coursework prerequisites.

1.4 § 4 Deadlines

1. The bachelor’s examination should be completed within the standard period of
study. If not completed within four semesters beyond the standard period, it is
deemed failed.

2. A failed module examination can be retaken once within one year of the announce-
ment of the result. The first repeat examination can take place in the same semester,
but no earlier than 14 days after the result is announced. A second repetition is
only possible upon request at the next available examination date.

3. In the case of part-time study, deadlines in paragraphs 1 and 2 are extended propor-
tionally. Further details are governed by the university’s regulations for part-time
study.

4. Examination dates are usually announced electronically four weeks prior to the
examination.

5. Examination results are also communicated electronically.

6. Missed deadlines for which the student is not at fault do not count towards the
examination timeline. This includes maternity leave and parental leave.
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1.5 § 5 General Admission Requirements

1. Only students who meet the following conditions may take the module examinations
and bachelor’s thesis:

• Enrolment in the International Physics Studies Program (Honours) at Leipzig
University

• Completion of the coursework prerequisites specified in the appendix

2. Admission to module examinations is deemed granted unless the student receives
notice to the contrary one week before the exam. Admission to the bachelor’s thesis
is granted upon topic assignment.

3. Module registration equals examination registration. Deregistration from a module
(and thus from the examination) is allowed up to 4 weeks before the end of the
lecture period. In this case, previously completed examination components in the
module are considered not attempted. Withdrawal after that is only allowed for
good cause and requires written approval by the examination committee.

4. Admission may be denied if:

• requirements in paragraph 1 are not fulfilled,

• documents are incomplete, or

• the student has lost the right to examination under state law by exceeding
deadlines.

A denial must be justified in writing.

1.6 § 6 Coursework Prerequisites

1. Coursework prerequisites may include:

• homework sets (typically 2 weeks per set),

• exercise sheets (typically 1 week each),

• written reports,

• presentations (with or without written component),

• seminar talks,

• lab work and experiments.

These are graded as “passed” or “failed.”

2. The required coursework is specified in the appendix.

3. If a lab work or presentation prerequisite is not passed, it may usually be repeated
once within the same semester. Failure of the repeat means the module is considered
not attended.

4. If homework or exercise sheets are not passed, an additional set may be completed
to replace previously unsuccessful parts. Failure of the repeat results in the module
being not attended.
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1.7 § 7 Examinations

1. Examinations (PL) are conducted as:

• oral examinations (§ 8),

• written exams (§ 9),

• project work (§ 10), or

• other examination formats (§ 11).

2. Written examinations do not include multiple-choice questions.

1.8 § 7a Compensation for Disadvantages

1. If a candidate proves that they are unable to complete examinations within the spec-
ified time or under standard conditions due to a disability, chronic illness, pregnancy,
postpartum, or nursing period, the examination committee may grant appropriate
compensation for disadvantages upon request. Medical certificates or midwife con-
firmations may be required.

2. The request must be submitted in writing to the examination committee at least
four weeks before the examination.

3. The decision will be communicated promptly, typically one week before the exami-
nation.

4. The same rules apply to coursework.

1.9 § 8 Oral Examinations

1. Oral exams assess whether the candidate can understand relationships within the
subject and integrate specific questions into those contexts. They also determine
whether the candidate possesses foundational knowledge appropriate to the level of
study.

2. Oral exams are conducted by multiple examiners (a panel) or one examiner in the
presence of an expert observer. Exams may be individual or group exams. A
protocol is kept, summarizing content and results. Grades are set jointly by the
panel or by the examiner after consultation with the observer.

3. Duration of oral exams is defined in the appendix.

4. The result is communicated immediately after the exam.

1.10 § 9 Written Examinations

1. In written exams, candidates must demonstrate that they can solve problems and
address topics within a limited time and with limited resources using appropriate
methods. Several topics may be offered for selection.

2. Duration is defined in the appendix.

3. Usually evaluated by two examiners. The final grade is the arithmetic mean of both
scores. The evaluation period should not exceed four weeks.

5



1.11 § 10 Project Work

1. Project work demonstrates the ability to develop, implement, and present con-
cepts—potentially in team settings. Candidates define goals and work on interdis-
ciplinary approaches. A project includes an oral presentation, a written paper, and
documentation. The grade is the average of oral and written components.

2. Evaluation follows the same rules as § 8(2)(4) and § 9(3).

3. Presentation length and documentation deadlines are defined in the appendix.

4. In group projects, each candidate’s contribution must be clearly defined and assess-
able.

1.12 § 11 Additional Examination Formats

1. These may include:

• presentations with/without written work,

• lab work and reports,

• portfolios,

• comprehensive exams,

• scientific posters,

• essays,

• talks with discussion,

• written elaborations,

• term papers.

2. Duration and deadlines are specified in the appendix.

3. Lab work may include entry tests, experiment protocols, and oral debriefings. Up
to two failed experiments may be repeated. The module grade is the mean of test
grades.

4. Presentations may include an oral and written part. The presentation is academi-
cally discussed.

5. Portfolios compile multiple elements such as presentations, short papers, discussions,
posters, exercises, and small tests. Details and weighting are set in the module
introduction. Components may be graded or marked as pass/fail.

6. The module 30-PHY-BIPSQ1 includes a comprehensive exam: 45-minute written
and 15-minute oral. Points are combined into a final grade.

7. Evaluation follows the same rules as § 8(2)(4) and § 9(3).

1.13 § 12 Assessment of Examinations, Calculation and Weighting of Grades

1. The final grade is calculated as the weighted average of module grades in core
subjects, electives, and the bachelor’s thesis. The bachelor’s thesis counts double.
Non-graded modules are excluded.
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2. Module grades are calculated by the examination office. Examiners determine in-
dividual grades. Grades for oral exams follow § 8(2)(3). The following grades are
used:

• 1 = very good

• 2 = good

• 3 = satisfactory

• 4 = sufficient

• 5 = insufficient

3. Intermediate grades (e.g., 1.3, 1.7) are allowed. Grades 0.7, 4.3, 4.7, 5.3 are excluded.

4. If a module has multiple exams, the grade is the weighted mean. Components are
generally compensable.

5. Only the first decimal place is used in grade calculation.

6. Some modules are pass/fail only (e.g., External Project Oriented Course, Bachelor
Thesis Colloquium).

1.14 § 13 Absence, Withdrawal, Deception, Breach of Order

1. An examination is graded as “insufficient” (5.0) if a candidate fails to appear for a
binding examination appointment without valid reason or withdraws without valid
reason. This also applies if a written exam or the bachelor’s thesis is not completed
within the set timeframe without good cause. In the case of non-graded assessments,
it is marked as “failed.”

2. The reason for withdrawal or absence must be reported in writing immediately and
credibly demonstrated. In case of illness, a medical certificate must be provided;
in doubtful cases, a certificate from a public health officer may be required. If the
absence affects deadlines for initial registration, retakes, or submission times, the
illness of a family member predominantly cared for by the candidate is equivalent
to the candidate’s own illness.

3. If the candidate attempts to influence the result of an exam through deception or
by using unauthorized aids, the examination will be graded “insufficient.” The same
applies to severe breaches of order.

1.15 § 14 Passing and Failing

1. An exam is passed if graded at least “sufficient” (4.0). A non-graded module is
passed when all assessments are marked “passed.”

2. Some assessments, as marked in the appendix, must be passed with a grade of at
least 4.0 or “passed.” These cannot be compensated for if failed.

3. Failure in one assessment does not necessarily prevent continuation unless it is a
core module or the bachelor’s thesis.

4. Failed assessments may be repeated as per § 15.
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1.16 § 15 Repetition of Module Examinations

1. The full bachelor’s examination cannot be repeated. If a core module exam is defini-
tively failed, the bachelor’s degree is also failed. For elective modules, a substitute
module may be used.

2. Only assessments graded “insufficient” (5.0) or “failed” may be repeated. If decep-
tion was involved, all components must be repeated.

3. Failed elective modules may be substituted with a different eligible module.

1.17 § 16 Recognition of Academic and Examination Achievements

1. Coursework and examinations completed at other institutions are recognized unless
there are substantial differences. Supporting documentation must be provided.

2. The same applies to achievements in distance learning or state-recognized institu-
tions.

3. Prior qualifications may also be recognized if equivalent in content and level.

4. Grades are transferred if systems are comparable; otherwise, “passed” is recorded.
Recognition may be noted on the transcript.

1.18 § 17 Examination Board

The examination board is responsible for ensuring the proper execution of examinations,
deciding on appeals, and making determinations under these regulations.

1.19 § 18 Examiners and Observers

1. Examiners must be qualified academic staff.

2. Observers must be competent in the subject and not involved in teaching the stu-
dent.

3. Appointments are made by the examination board.

1.20 § 19 Bachelor’s Thesis

1. The thesis is an independent scientific work.

2. Topic is issued by a qualified examiner upon student request.

3. Timeframe is 20 weeks.

4. Thesis is submitted in both print and digital form.

5. Evaluation is by two examiners; grade is the average.

6. If failed, it may be repeated once with a new topic.
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1.21 § 20 Degree Certificate and Diploma

1. Upon passing, a certificate is issued including:

• list of modules,

• grades,

• title and grade of the thesis,

• final grade.

2. A diploma and Diploma Supplement are also issued in German and English.

1.22 § 21 Invalidity of the Bachelor’s Examination

1. If deception is discovered after the certificate has been issued, the grade may be
corrected or the exam revoked.

2. If prerequisites were not met without the candidate’s intent to deceive, passing the
exam remedies the issue. Intentional deceit results in exam revocation.

3. The candidate must be heard before any such decision.

4. The same applies to the bachelor’s thesis.

5. Incorrect documents must be returned. No action is taken after five years.

1.23 § 22 Inspection of Examination Records

Candidates may inspect their written work, assessments, and examination records upon
informal request within one year after completion.

1.24 § 23 Responsibilities of the Examination Board

The board decides on:

• Admission or denial of exams (§ 5),

• Compensations for disadvantages (§ 7a),

• Consequences of misconduct (§ 13),

• Pass/fail decisions (§ 14),

• Recognition of achievements (§ 16),

• Appointment of examiners (§ 18),

• Validity decisions (§ 21),

• Appeals (§ 24).

1.25 § 24 Right of Appeal

1. Negative decisions include instructions on legal remedies.

2. Appeals must be filed in writing within one month with the Examination Office of
the Faculty of Physics and Earth Sciences.

3. The board must decide on the appeal within three months.
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2 II. Specific Provisions

2.1 § 25 Study Volume

1. The total student workload for the IPSP (Honours) is 240 ECTS credits. Each
credit corresponds to 30 hours of work.

2. Normally, 60 ECTS are earned per year from passed module exams.

2.2 § 26 Subject, Nature and Scope of the Bachelor’s Examination

1. The bachelor’s exam includes all modules listed in the appendix, including elective
and interdisciplinary modules, and the bachelor’s thesis.

2. Examinations are conducted according to defined formats and weightings.

2.3 § 27 Bachelor’s Degree

If the bachelor’s examination is passed, the Faculty awards the academic degree Bachelor
of Science (B. Sc.).

2.4 § 28 Entry into Force, Transitional Provisions and Publication

1. These regulations come into effect on 1 October 2022.

2. Students enrolled before may switch until 31 December 2024.

3. Regulations approved by Faculty Council on 14 December 2020 and confirmed by
the Rector on 21 April 2022.

3 Appendix: Examination Table (Excerpt)

Module Code Module Name Exam Type ECTS
30-PHY-BIPSB1 Classical Mechanics Written Exam 10
30-PHY-BIPSB2 Thermodynamics and Statistics Written Exam 10
30-PHY-BIPSB3 Electromagnetism Written Exam 10
30-PHY-BIPSB4 Quantum Mechanics I Written Exam 10
30-PHY-BIPSB5 Quantum Mechanics II Written Exam 10
30-PHY-BIPSL1 Laboratory I Lab Report 5
30-PHY-BIPSL2 Laboratory II Lab Report 5
30-PHY-BIPSS1 Bachelor Thesis Written Thesis 15
30-PHY-BIPSS2 Bachelor Colloquium Presentation 5
30-PHY-BIPSE* Electives Varies Varies

*Note: Electives include a variety of advanced physics or interdisciplinary modules.
For complete details, see official module catalog.
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